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other reason, apparently, than that the enemy
showed an intention of resisting: '' We might have
had the most brilliant day yesterday/' writes an
Austrian staff-officer, "but every effort to spur
them on was in vain. They dream away the
finest occasions, the most favourable moments."

Events now happened, indeed, which actually
compelled the Bohemian army to act. Murat,
under a misapprehension, made a false move and
retreated to Wachau; Bavaria, seeing the allies
advancing from on all sides, fell away from
Napoleon and, by the treaty of Ried, placed her
forces at the disposal of the allies; and last, but
not least, news came that Blucher was already at
Halle, waiting to co-operate, and that Bernadotte
was not far distant.

On October I4th, then, the Bohemian army
allowed itself to become involved in a desperate
skirmish with Murat at Liebertwolkwitz, not
far from Wachau. It was, almost exclusively, a
cavalry fight, which lasted for seven hours; and
although the losses in the end were about equal
and the positions at the close of the day remained
unchanged, the French could less easily repair
their damage, for their cavalry was their weakest
point.

Blucher, meanwhile, had again been having
what he had called "the devil's own time" with
Bernadotte. Quicksilver is not more elusive than
the Swedish Crown Prince had proved himself.
What his real purposes, what his secret motives